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PREFACE

The coursebook Sociopolitical lexis (introductory course) is designed
for B2 level English students. The purpose of the coursebook is to facilitate
students” mastering of their intercultural communicative competence
through a multifold approach to language learning. This includes:

e improving reading and listening comprehension of mass media
texts,

e  providing opportunities for developing speaking and writing skills
in typical mass media situations

e  building up their topical vocabulary knowledge base

The coursebook consists of four units each dealing with a popular
sociopolitical topic:

1. Home and foreign policy

2. International cooperation (visits, negotiations, agreements, treaties).

3. International organizations (congresses, conferences, meetings).

4. Mass Media.

The students will find abundant material for reading, speaking, listening
and writing on the above topics. There is also sufficient information as well
as tasks to enable students’ independent work outside the classroom. The
benefit of students” independent work away from the classroom will allow
for more creative activities to be conducted in the classroom.

The Additional Material section of the coursebook includes the
wordlist, transcripts of recordings/videos as well guidelines for conducting
roundtable discussions, making presentations and other useful background
materials.

When selecting the material and the lexical minimum of the target
vocabulary for the collection, the following were used:

1. Central Asia's Affairs. Quarterly Analytical Review. Kaziss,
Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies under the President of the R
epublic of Kazakhstan. 4/2016

2. Foreign Policy Concept for 2014 — 2020 Republic of Kazakhstan//
www. mfakz



3. N. Nazarbayev Calls EU to Support Kazakhstan's Entry into WTO.
January, 24th 2014// www .kazinform kz

4. A. Bushe. European Union — largest investor in Kazakhstan. October
2nd, 2012// ecas.europa.cu

5. Border Management Programme in Central Asia // http://bomca.cu/

6. See EU strategy in Central Asia for 2007-2013: preliminary results
// www.iacentr.ru/safarihtml/shell/open/command

7. Usama bin Laden, Interview with Pakistani newspaper “Ummat”
(Karachi), September 28, 2001.

8. “A Look Inside bin Laden’s Web of Islamic “Warriors™ by Warren
Richey.”

9. Political Party “Eurasia”, Official Communique About the Hostage-
taking at the “Nor-Ost” musical theatre in Moscow. On behalf of the
Political Council of the party “Eurasia” the leader of the party A.G. Dugin,
October 24, 2002.

10. Vadim Rechkalov “Ibrashka is a little Guy” Izvestiya (no. 226
December 11, 2002).

11. Komersant newspaper (no. 224 December 10, 2002). Vladimir Kara-
Murza “The Status of the Extradition of Zakaev from England.”

12. www.breakingnews.com



